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Abstract

This article attempts to explore the ordinariness of language by first introducing how
ordinary a language could be, and in turn, how unordinary a language could be. Taking
varieties of Mandarin spoken in Malaysia and Beijing as examples, the article then tries to
illustrate further the points being put forward. Concluding the article is an explanation of
“shequci”, a well-known concept in Chinese sociolinguistics as well as one of the components
which contribute to the un-ordinariness of language.
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Abstract

Learning another language other than our mother tongue has become a necessity in today's
globalized world. More and more people are engaged in learning new languages due to
various reasons, which range from interest in the culture to academic purposes. In this short
article the author shares some suggestions on matters that need to be considered to make
the learning experience both enjoyable and meaningful for learners with different needs.
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